GHnsroN  TO   BLOIS
Duller men than he had detected in Joan the power of
that faith whose peculiarity it is to move mountains, and
wiser conceded her genius while remaining sceptical of
her revelations, including Pius II, one of the great popes
of the fifteenth century. Face to face with her in that
chapel it was impossible for the Dauphin not to be moved
by her young passionate desire to serve him, sacrifice
herself for him, worship him, because he was the chosen
of God. For a moment he rose to her level and saw
himself the anointed and worthy successor of his fathers;
and with his acute mind he realized at the same time
what an inspiration like hers could do to thousands more
susceptible than he. The glow soon faded, for the man
was what he was, but had it been kindled by a heavenly
sign outside Joan and not by the human quality in her,
their common history would have followed a far different
course than it did.
Joan in her innocence thought that the next step would
be to fit her out with an army and send her to Orleans,
but she had a good deal yet to learn about the machinery
of courts, and in particular about the Dauphin's. There
was as yet no army, and no certainty that the money
would be found to assemble and equip one; while even
the tentative approval of its nominal commander by no
means guaranteed Joan a place on its staff if and when
it should exist. For what assurance was there that the
power that had sent her (even granted that it was not of
this world) was good and not evil, God and not the
Infernal One? It would be even worse for the Dauphin
to recover his throne through Satan's help than not to
recover it at all, since by accepting such assistance he
and his line would be tainted for ever and a curse would
lie on the realm. The same problem had worried Baudri-
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